
PPC Meeting Minutes for December 12, 2019 

 

Attendees: Fr. Marcel, Barbara Marquez, Dan Freeman, John Valentine, Denise Hacket, Kellyann Allio, 

Joseph Ames, Andrea Boyd, Steven Boyd, Laini Harris, James Moore, Michael Welsh, and Michele Wong 

(via phone). 

Welcome and Opening Prayer: Joseph Ames gave an opening prayer, the PPC reflected on the passage. 

Parish Update:   

Community Meal Grant – Denise Hackett discussed the grant for the Community Meal.  The community 

meal ministry recently received word that the decision on whether to accept Divine Savior’s grant has 

been postponed until January. 

Risk Assessment Findings –  A whole campus threat/security assessment was performed by an 

independent third party, The parish has not received the complete report yet from the assessor 

however, in the meeting, he noted the parish has various areas of concern and suggested ways to make 

the parish safer, including practice drills for emergency evacuations from the church during Mass.  He 

encouraged the parish to apply for the California Sate Nonprofit Security Grant Program which would 

help offset costs to put security measures in place ie: outside cameras etc.   Sue O’Donnell, a Divine 

Savior parishioner along with the staff wrote the proposal and submitted it to the state on December 

6th. Approximately $145,000 is needed to update the church to safety standards and do safety training 

for parishioners and staff.  The parish will consider taking on various safety projects to address these 

issues, regardless of the outcome of the grant proposal.  The grant proposal will be reviewed sometime 

in February.  

Homeless visitors regularly set up camp outside the parish buildings.  The PPC discussed concerns that 

this poses health and safety hazards to parishioners and children.  The PPC suggested a buddy system 

while leaving the parish in the evening. The Diocese does not recognize our parish as a sanctuary 

location. 

Calendar Updates – December 21st at 2:00pm Divine Savior will have a healing service, and on Friday Dec 

13th at 6:45pm a reconciliation service.   

Approval of November 21, 2019 PPC Retreat Minutes:  Approval of retreat meeting minutes was 

proposed by Steven Boyd and Kellyann Allio.  No changes were requested. 

Debrief on the Family Advent Celebration:  Feedback was positive from parishioners who attended.  Kids 

expressed their joy in the event and how it provided them a place to express their faith, and love and 

concern/care for their family members.  Parishioners were somewhat confused about Las Posadas, it 

should become clearer the more it becomes a tradition, loved the Three Kings, ornament making, 

holiday card making and the Jesse Tree.  The Social Planning Committee would like to do the event again 

in 2020, with additional strategic planning and a longer time to plan the event including various cultural 

exposure among the stations, parishioner participation and help from parishioners manning stations. 

Cultural Diversity Committee (Children, Youth and Families Matrix): The matrix, developed by office staff 

members involved in faith formation, was passed out at the November 2019 PPC meeting and members 

were asked to review it.  The PPC discussed various components of the matrix.   



Liturgy/Church Services – Denise discussed, as a matter of concern, that some kids/parents do 

not attend the Sunday 5:30pm mass with their parents after Children’s Faith Formation and 

EDGE. However, some kids/parents do because the it is the only mass they can attend.  Action 

items include adding to “Did You Know” in the weekly bulletin that this mass is available, letting 

parishioners know that it is open to all not just families with children, having Spanish-speaking 

lectors and adding various blessings.  Additional music liturgy and Ushers are needed at this 

mass.   

Faith Formation Education-Youth – The PPC discussed how to engage Spanish-speaking families 

to participate in various sacraments and LUX.  The parish added a Sunday 4:15pm Children’s 

Faith Formation session in 2019, which is very popular in terms of attendance, though few 

teens/parents are stepping up to help teach the kids or assist the lectors.   Other sessions also 

do not have enough teen/parent help.  Denise and Jen discussed how to ask for help among the 

parishioners, and will be asking for help at January masses.  An opportunity to have faith 

formation for parents while CFF is going on was also discussed.  

 For time purposes, discussing the remainder of the matrix was tabled until the next PPC 

meeting. 

Strategic Planning: Michele Wong discussed the Strategic Planning Committee having a meeting on 

January 14th with the Finance Committee and the PPC Executive members to make sure each 

committee/council is on the same page with the parish’s goals, and to begin to create a vision and 

action plan for the parish over the coming four years.  

Welcoming and Hospitality Discovery Session – There will be two components to Welcoming and 

Hospitality: Welcoming visitors and Community Outreach. The January 12, 2020 (1:00pm) and the 

January 26, 2020 sessions (10;15am and 4:00pm) sessions will focus primarily on welcoming 

visitors/working with Ushers and Hospitality, and setting up systems for follow up.  The community 

outreach will be lightly discussed but presented in separate sessions later in 2020 and 2021.  Marketing 

each of the Discovery Sessions is key to getting participation.    

Environment/Facilities – At the Campus Development Discovery Session in February two options will be 

presented: 1. Proposal for a new building, and 2. What to do if a new building isn’t built (changes to 

existing structures, etc.).  A sub-committee has been formed to discuss the number of kids who 

participate in parish activities to get an idea of what services/buildings/play facilities may be needed.   

Welcoming and Hospitality – This will be further addressed at the January 12th Discovery Session. 

Social Justice – Steven and his committee are working on expanding and helping church members to 

understand the diversity among the parish and learn how to embrace it. The Discovery Session will focus 

on gathering parishioner opinions on topics such as LGBTQ, class, race, walk of life and cultural 

differences.  Tools used in the session will include open discussions, videos and books.   

Orangevale Community Open House: January 25th 9:00am-11:00am.  John Valentine discussed the event 

and members of the PPC are requested to help staff the event.  

PPC Christmas Gathering: January 10th at 6:00pm at Tom Jones’s house.  

 



 

Other Upcoming Events/Announcements:  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast Day – December 14th at 4:30pm mass 

• Christmas Basket Distribution – December 21st 

• 5th Sunday Hospitality – December 29th.  John Valentine needs volunteers to bring refreshments.   

• PPC Christmas Gathering – January 10th 

• Discovery Session Welcoming and Hospitality – January 12th 1:00pm 

• Orangevale Community Open House – January 25th 

• Discovery Session Welcoming and Hospitality – January 26th (10:15am and 4:00pm) 

• Crab Feed – March 14th  

Closing Prayer: Barbara discussed the history of Our Lady of Guadalupe and led the closing prayer. 

The meeting adjourned around 8:40pm. 

Our next meeting will be January 23, 2020 at 7pm. 
Michele Wong will provide refreshments. 

 

 


