
Society of the Divine Savior, USA Province 
Commitment to the Protection of Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adults 
 
The mission of the Society of the Divine Savior (Salvatorian Priests and Brothers) is to 
proclaim and teach by all ways and means the goodness and kindness of Jesus the Savior. Any 
abuse of power, whether by individual members, congregational leadership, or the 
institution as a whole, is utterly contrary to this mission and to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Sexual misconduct with minors and vulnerable adults is especially grievous and harmful. 
Therefore, the Society has taken deliberate steps to address the wrongs of the past and 
prevent such abuses in the future. 
 
The Society is accredited and held accountable by Praesidium, through a rigorous, periodic 
review process. Their 25 standards are rooted in the US Bishops’ Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People and adapted to apply to religious orders: 

• Standards for prevention—screening of candidates, initial formation of members, 
education, wellness, and accountability of all members 

• Standards for responding—pastoral responses to victim-survivors, reporting to and 
cooperating with civil authorities, investigations 

• Standards for supervision—safety protocols, prohibition from public ministry, 
proper care and support 

 
Society leadership relies heavily on the guidance of professionals in every aspect of our 
efforts to protect the vulnerable. Our Sexual Abuse Response Coordinator is a licensed 
clinical psychologist with training and experience in this field. She assists with coordinating 
our response to allegations, developing policies, and overseeing members on safety plans 
(those restricted from ministry due to established allegations of abuse). All policies, safety 
plans, and new allegations are also presented to the Community Review Board, a group of 
trained professionals from a range of backgrounds (law enforcement, psychology, religious 
life, victim assistance, etc.). They provide invaluable guidance to province leadership. 
Please be assured that no Salvatorian, against whom there is a credible allegation of abuse 
of a minor, is permitted in public ministry. 
 
New applicants to the Salvatorians are screened and evaluated according to today’s best 
practices, including background checks and psychological screening. Once accepted, their 
formation extends through Candidature, Novitiate, and at least three years of Temporary 
Vows, during which they focus on human, spiritual, communal, and apostolic development. 
This includes and goes beyond the training priesthood candidates also receive through 
their seminary programs. All Salvatorians are required to stay updated with their ongoing 
formation, which includes the area of protection of minors. 
 
Fulfilling our Salvatorian mission—to proclaim and teach by all ways and means the 
goodness and kindness of Jesus the Savior—is a process. We always strive to grow in our 
love, knowledge, and service. This process of learning and growing will continue, just as we 
have had to learn the painful lessons of the past. This is our commitment and our mission. 


