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Divine Savior Children – Stations of the Cross  

Opening Prayer 

Jen:  Loving God, your Son Jesus showed us how to live here on earth with his choice to 

love you with all his heart, mind and soul; and to love all of those he encountered with 

Divine Mercy. Filled with pain and suffering, Jesus walked the road to Calvary. During 

that walk, he never tried to get even with the people who hurt him. He never spoke 

badly about anyone. Instead, he forgave them. Help us, God, to be like Jesus, especially 

when our days become difficult. Let us unite ourselves to Jesus as we follow his 

footsteps along the way of the cross. We ask all this in Jesus’s name…  All: Amen. 

 

 

The First Station: Jesus is condemned to death.   

(1):  Pilate the Judge said, “Look, here is your king.” But the people yelled, “Get rid of 

him. Kill him!” “Should I kill your king? Pilate asked them. “Yes,” they yelled back, “kill 

him!” So, Pilate allowed Jesus to be led away by the soldiers.  

(2):  Have you ever been blamed for something you didn’t do?  Blaming others is 

hurtful.  Let’s take responsibility for our own mistakes and not blame others.  

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have begged Pilate to set you free. We 

would have yelled, “Let him go; he’s our friend and he’s a good person.” 

(4): Would I have really been brave enough to speak up for Jesus? Do I have the 

courage to speak up for someone who is being treated unfairly now?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 
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The Second Station: Jesus takes up his cross.  

(1): The soldiers led Jesus away as Pilate had ordered. They put a crown of thorns on 

his head; they beat him, and then made fun of him. Then they laid a heavy cross on his 

shoulders and ordered him to carry it to a place called Calvary. His whole body ached, 

and He was so tired he could hardly walk. 
(2): Have you ever felt weak from sickness? Have you ever been weak from not having 

enough food? There are children all over the world who are too sick and too weak 

from hunger to participate in school.  Take a minute to pray for someone who is sick or 

hungry.  

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have helped you carry that heavy cross. We 

would have told the soldiers, “Get back; leave him alone! Can’t you see he’s in pain?” 

(4): Would I have talked back to a group of soldiers carrying swords? What do I do now 

when someone is wrongly blamed for something he or she did not do?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 

 

 

 

The Third Station: Jesus falls the first time.  

(1): Jesus was so weak that he could not stand the weight of the cross. He fell to the 

ground. He lay there, but the soldiers had no compassion. They pulled Jesus up and 

pushed him forward. 
(2):  Have you ever found it hard to do what you are told to do?  Sometimes, we get 

upset and do things our own way, ignoring help from our loved ones and turning away 

from God’s love.  When we make mistakes, when we fall down, let’s get up, ask for 

forgiveness, and try again.   

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have made sure you didn’t fall. We would 

have walked beside you and given you strong arms to lean on.  

(4): Would I have been able to see past the blood and pain and helped Jesus to his 

feet? Do I feel uncomfortable when people are hurting around me? Do I want to leave?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you.  
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The Fourth Station: Jesus sees his mother, Mary.  

(1): Mary was following Jesus as he carried the cross. Can you imagine how sad Mary 

felt watching her beloved son being treated so cruelly?  Her heart was broken by his 

suffering. Then the soldiers allowed Mary to talk to Jesus. She had only a moment and 

there was so much she wanted to say.  
(2):  When is the last time you told your family that you love them?  
Love is a wonderful gift that heals our hearts when we are sad.  

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have formed a circle around you and Mary 

to let you talk as long as you wanted to, so that you could tell each other how much 

you love each other. We would have protected you from anyone who tried to push us 

away. 

(4): Would I have dared to get in front of an angry crowd? What if I was pushed down 

and hurt? What do I do if someone hurts someone in front of me?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 

 

The Fifth Station: Simon helps Jesus carry his cross.  

(1): Simon was an African who had come to Palestine to work in the fields. He had 

settled there but people still called him a stranger. The soldiers grabbed Simon and 

pushed him toward Jesus. Simon did not know Jesus, but when he saw how much Jesus 

needed his help, he quickly lifted up the cross to help him.  
(2): Jesus asks us to be generous with everyone, even the people we don’t like.   

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have taken turns carrying the cross with 

Simon so that you wouldn’t have to carry it alone.  

(4): Would the cross have been too heavy for me? Do I respond eagerly to those who 

ask me to help with difficult chores?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you.  
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The Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.  

(1): Veronica saw Jesus, and she ran forward to wipe the blood and sweat from His 

face. She did this because Jesus was her friend and she loved him. What a gift for all of 

us to have friends and to be friends with Jesus like Veronica was.  
(2):  Do you believe that God loves you?  God’s love will help you smile even when your 

day seems difficult. Veronica showed Jesus that he was loved very much. We are so 

thankful for God’s gift of love that we can share with everybody. 
(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have done just what Veronica did because 

we love you so much. We would have wiped your face with soft, warm cloths, and then 

put bandages on your wounds.  

(4): Dear God, we know that we are not perfect, and that’s ok. We love you with all our 

hearts and we are so grateful that you love us, too. Thank you for giving us family and 

friends to love. 

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 

 

 

The Seventh Station: Jesus falls for the second time.  

(1):  Jesus fell again under the weight of the cross.  Think about how terrible he must 

have felt as he fell for the second time. It must have been horrible to fall in front of so 

many people. And yet what could Jesus do? The soldiers forced him to get up and 

pushed him on his way. 
(2): Do you ever pray for the children who live in countries that have fighting or war? 

These children suffer so much from all the violence they see and hear around them. 

Let’s take a moment and pray for them now.  

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have demanded that the cross be removed 

from your shoulders. We would have told the soldiers, “Can’t you see he’s had 

enough?” 

(4): Would I have made demands of the soldiers or would I have been too afraid? What 

do I say when I know that someone is doing something wrong?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 
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The Eighth Station: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.  

(1): A huge crowd was following Jesus, including some women who were crying and 

weeping for him. Though he is in pain carrying the cross, Jesus tells them not to cry for 

him, but instead to cry for themselves and God’s children who are suffering. 
(2):  Some children live in a car or in a homeless shelter. They sometimes come to 

school feeling scared and ashamed.  
(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have understood that even in your 

suffering, you were asking us to be there for each other – to walk by each other’s side. 

(4): Would I have understood what you were asking me to do, Jesus? Am I prepared to 

see you in the eyes of others, even those people I don’t know very well?   

All: Jesus, help me to follow you.  

 

 

 

The Ninth Station: Jesus falls for the third time.  

(1):  Again, Jesus falls.  His journey is almost over.  He is so tired; He can hardly get up. 

He must have been so weak to lose his balance. His faith in God kept him going. Now 

the soldiers forced him up again and pushed him on his way. 
(2):  Have you ever been given a difficult task?  Like, have you ever struggled to do your 

homework?  Jesus did not give up. Let’s ask for God’s help to keep going, too.   
(3): If we had been there, Jesus, you would not have fallen again. We would have held 

you up and supported you in every way we could. We would have picked up the cross 

ourselves. 

(4): Would I have helped carry the heavy cross? What do I do when someone who is 

suffering needs my help?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 
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The Tenth Station: Jesus is stripped of his clothes.  

(1):  The soldiers strip the clothes roughly from Jesus’ back. He stands in front of the 

crowd weak and humiliated, but the soldiers cannot take away Jesus’s glory or his love. 

Jesus knows God will provide him with the strength he needs. 
(2):  Do you ever worry about your clothes and what you should wear?  Jesus tells us 

that God takes care of us and we don’t need to worry about clothes.  And, we are 

encouraged to think about ways to be caring each day.   

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, those soldiers wouldn’t have laid a hand on you. We 

would never have allowed them to take your clothes.  

(4): Would I have been able to follow you this far, Jesus? What do I do when I see 

someone being made fun of?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 

 

 

 

 

The Eleventh Station: Jesus is nailed to the cross.  

(1):  There is Jesus, lying on his cross as the soldiers hammer in the nails. Pilate had 

written a notice to be put on the cross of Jesus that read “Jesus of Nazareth, King of 

the Jews.” The leaders said that Jesus wasn’t really their king, but Pilate would not 

change what he had written. The soldiers lifted the cross and put it in place, and we 

see our Lord’s arms outstretched to embrace us in his love. 
(2):  How can you show kindness with your hands?  Who will show God’s love today?   

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have told everyone, “Don’t you realize who 

this is? He is NOT a criminal. He has NOT disobeyed any of your laws. He is my friend 

Jesus, and he is God’s own son.” 

(4): Would I have been brave enough to speak to those leaders? What if they got mad 

at me? Do I ever speak out for people who are being treaded unjustly?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you.  
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The Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the cross.  

(1):  After hours and hours of suffering, Jesus dies on the cross.  Picture that moment in 

your mind.  The world becomes dark, the earth trembles, and someone cries out, 

“Clearly, this was the Son of God!” 
(2): Jesus was never mean; He only spoke of forgiveness, mercy, and love. Even with his 

last breath he trusted God to take care of him.  

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have knelt beneath the cross and prayed 

with your mother and your friends.  

(4): Would I have been like Jesus and asked God to forgive those who were mean to 

me? Do I pray for those who hurt me and really forgive myself and others with all my 

heart?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 

 

 

The Thirteenth Station: Jesus is removed from the cross.  

(1): A man named Joseph, from the town of Arimathea, went to Pilate and asked for 

permission to remove the body of Jesus from the cross. Jesus’s mother Mary waited 

below the cross to take her son into her arms.  She held him close, just as she held him 

when he was a baby in the stable at Bethlehem.  What sorrow she must have been 

feeling. 

(2): When have you been brave?  The Holy Spirit gives us courage to be brave and do 

what is right.   

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have done just what Joseph did. We would 

have taken your body down from the cross with dignity and love. And we would have 

comforted Mary and stayed with her.  

(4): Would I have been brave to help Mary or afraid that Pilate would arrest me? Do I 

ask the Holy Spirit to give me courage to do what is right?  

All: Jesus, help me to follow you. 
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The Fourteenth Station: Jesus is buried.  

(1): Now the friends of Jesus lay his body in the tomb. Joseph of Arimathea rolled a 

stone to cover the entrance. Mary and Jesus’s friends are sad, remembering the 

teachings and the good works of their friend.  “How will we manage without Him?” 

they wonder. They don’t think they’ll ever see Jesus again and they miss him very 

much. 

(2): Have you ever felt hopeless?  For Jesus’s friends and family, death looks like the 

end, but we know how this story goes. We know that God invites each of us to be with 

him in heaven forever.  

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have helped carry your body to the grave 

and we would have put our own pillows and blankets beneath you. We would stay 

with Mary and your friends to comfort them. 

(4): Would I have given my blankets and pillows to Jesus? What would I use to sleep 

with at night? Do I give up my comforts to help those in need?  

All: Jesus help me to follow you. 

The Fifteenth Station: Easter! The rest of the story.  

(1):  On the third day, Jesus rose gloriously from the dead and he appeared to many 

people. Jesus is alive today! And, we know that he is with us now, because he said that 

whenever two or three are gathered in his name, he is there.  Jesus said that he would 

be with us always, even to the end of time. Let us give him praise! 

(2): Jesus, you are the light of the world and you call me by name to be the same. 

When the women who had followed you went to your tomb, they discovered that your 

body was not there! They must have been so excited! And I am so happy to know you 

are here now and that you will never leave. 

(3): If we had been there, Jesus, we would have shouted for joy! We would have run 

with the women and called out the good news: “Jesus is alive! He is risen! Come and 

see!” We would have hugged your mother Mary and gone with her to the empty tomb. 

There, with her, we would have prayed our thanks. 

All: Jesus thank you for being you. 
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Closing Prayer 

Jen: Loving God, soon we will celebrate the joy of Easter. Let us not finish this Lenten 

journey in tears, but in rejoicing and thanksgiving.  Let us not leave Jesus in the 

darkness of the tomb but let him rise through us.  May our lives reflect the same 

unselfish love that Jesus showed us. May we truly be Christ for each other. God, we 

thank you for the lessons of this journey, and may Jesus live in our hearts and our lives 

forever. We ask this all in Jesus’s name… 

Amen 


