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Dear People of Divine Savior Community: 

We are blessed uniquely because our parish is named           

in honor of our Divine Savior.  It is our privilege to live 

out and reflect on what it means for us to be a faithful 

steward in praise of our namesake.  We follow Jesus’ 

example by taking care of all that God has blessed us 

with and all that God has entrusted to our care. 

In order to live this way, it is essential that we allow 

Jesus to develop an open and intimate relationship    

with us.  One action by which we allow ourselves to be 

blessed in this way is through prayer.  We reflect and 

pray so that we see and believe ever more clearly that 

we are the beloved people of God.  The more we see 

ourselves in this light, the more capable we are of 

making loving connections with others at the same 

time that we build the faith community that Jesus             

has entrusted to us. 

Being a good steward includes feeling deep peace as we 

reflect on the presence of God’s goodness in the depths 

of our being.  The more we are attentive to the 

whisperings of the Holy Spirit within those depths, the 

more capable we will be in providing a church 

atmosphere into which we gladly welcome everyone, 

because all belong. 

Another part of a faithful steward’s life is to imitate 

Jesus in the way that He chose to be a servant.  We 

decide how we can put the talents and blessings of God 

to good use by serving the needs of our faith 

community as well as by connecting with those beyond 

our community so that the less fortunate are able to 

live an honorable life. 

In order to live out these important elements of being  

a faithful steward, we dedicate ample time so that we 

can continue to be formed in the love of God as one 

way of being nurtured spiritually, realizing that we 

cannot give what we do not have. 

Abundant blessings to all always! 

Fr. Roman Mueller, S.D.S.  



Dear Parishioners,  

On behalf of the entire Divine Savior Stewardship Committee,  I 

offer gratitude in advance for your willingness to engage with us as 

we reflect further on Stewardship and Discipleship. Please join me 

in this same spirit of gratitude in acknowledging the great time, 

work, and dedication that has been shared by those on the 

Stewardship Committee for the past year. Thank you to Steve 

Roberts, Denise Hackett, Sue O’Donnell, Mary Ann Mitchell, Tom 

Jones, Karen Jones, Julie Malmberg, Michele Wong!  

As the U. S. Bishops stated in their letter on stewardship: “A 

Christian Steward is: One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, 

cultivates them responsibly, shares them lovingly in justice with 

others, and returns them with increase to the Lord.” Stewardship is 

a way of life and it is the sincere profound response we make when 

God touches our lives.  

This booklet, “A Steward’s Journal” is meant to support the  

presentations and reflections at Mass that will be shared during the               

first two weekends of October.  You will find an introduction to the 

theme for each weekend, along with a few excerpts for further 

reflection, supplemental scriptures and prayers.  Additionally, there 

is a “Notes” page for every week.   

We hope you will take what is shared at Mass and continue to 

reflect on it during the week. Please consider including this journal 

as part of your prayer time. As you are able, each day set aside a 

few minutes to read and reflect on the prayers, scriptures and 

questions. This journal is a small step along the way of stewardship 

which is a life-long journey of spiritual and faith growth.  

Together, as we reflect and pray with this Stewardship Prayer 

Journal may the Holy Spirit inspire and us. May we be blessed with 

peace, love, good health, gifts, talents, and abundant treasures. May 

God guard and protect us, our families, and our community. May 

each page bring us all closer to God and others and may we all 

receive gratefully and give generously. 

Blessings on behalf of the Stewardship Committee,  

Jen Yearwood , Director of Parish Life  



 

 



What is Stewardship?    

Overview 

We are created in the Image of God and were chosen to live here and 

now in God’s Kingdom. Because we are created in the Image of God 

(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), we are a reflection of God in the world 

around us. We are Stewards of this love and God’s Holy Kingdom. 

This week, we reflect on the goodness of God, in ourselves, in others, and 

in the world around us. We honor the gift 

and privilege of being in relationship. We 

ponder and recognize God’s great love and 

our many blessings. We seek ways to 

generously return the abundance we have 

received.  

Our presentation and reflection this week at 

Mass includes an introduction to 

Stewardship, along with the “what” and 

“why” of it. We will also hear mentioned 

the 4 Pillars of Stewardship. With Jesus as the foundation, there are 

certain elements (pillars) that Divine Savior is proud to have in place, 

which enable parishioners to embrace a stewardship way of life. These 

pillars of Prayer, Hospitality, Service, and Formation will be further 

explored in the future. 

Stemming from each individual’s personal relationship with the Lord, 

true stewardship is not about what we do, but rather about who we are.  

It is a way of life for intentional disciples.  

 

Reflection Questions from Mass today: 

Divine Savior Community is important to me because….. 

 

 When it comes to a parish community, I am looking for….. 



The 4 Pillars of Stewardship  

At Divine Savior we provide opportunities to build upon the firm  

foundation of these four pillars of prayer, service, hospitality and 

formation. 

HOSPITALITY: “When I was a stranger, you welcomed me.” (Matthew 
25:35). Jesus Christ teaches that whenever we welcome one of the least of 
our sisters and brothers, we welcome Christ Himself. Parishioners of a 
stewardship parish seek to see the face of Christ in one another. 

Divine Savior strives to extend a warm, hospitable and loving welcome 
to all who join us in worship, service, formation, social or in times of 
personal need. Each of us in our parish community shares a responsibility 
in presenting a visible sign of Christ’s loving kindness in all we do.  

PRAYER: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.” (Philippians 4:6) A stewardship parish strives to nourish the soul 
through prayer. “Prayer is as necessary to our souls as food is to our 
bodies.” (Characteristics of a Christian Steward). Prayer and the 
sacraments dispose a soul to receive God’s abundant graces, which are 
necessary to grow in holiness. It is through prayer that we nurture our 
personal relationship with Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Divine Savior fosters disciples who are committed to prayer—individual 
and communal prayer, public and private prayer. Through prayer we are 
invited to draw closer to Jesus and to imitate Him in our daily lives. While 
Eucharist is central to our spiritual life, other prayer opportunities are 
made available. 

 



FORMATION: “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)  As the steward grows in the life of 
prayer and faith, God reveals Himself more intimately in this personal 
relationship. The steward also sees that the gifts received from God are 
to be shared and not buried.  

Divine Savior supports educating, forming and sustaining the 
stewardship way of life for all ages through faith formation 
opportunities in the parish. We strive to be intentional disciples, 
following Jesus’ example, as we participate in parish life in ministries 
and serve in parish leadership roles. We are open to the 
continuous conversion to a life of stewardship – to sharing what one 
has with a loving, generous and grateful heart . 

SERVICE: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 

such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16) Disciples of 

Jesus stand ready and eager to wrap their arms around their brothers 

and sisters when they suffer in trial and are in need of compassion, 

justice, and care.                                                                                                           

Divine Savior encourages all to be servant ministers to the needs of our 

parish members, the wider community and Church. We strive to serve 

compassionately those who are hurting or in need, lost or alone, or 

suffering in any way. We give thanks to God for all the gifts we have 

received and return them to God when we make a difference for good.  



What is Stewardship?      

For Further Reflection…. 

 

Everything that we have and all that we are is gift from a loving God. 

What we do with that gift… it’s a response! So how exactly do we live 

gratefully? “By becoming aware that every moment is a ‘given moment,’ 

as we say, it’s a gift. You haven’t earned it or brought it about. And you 

have no way of assuring there will be another moment given to you. As 

such, we should consider each moment as precious and a great 

opportunity. If you didn’t have this present moment you wouldn’t have 

any opportunity to do or experience anything.”  

    -Brother David Steindle-Rast  

 

Live as stewards of all that has been entrusted to you. Use what you have 

been given for God’s glory and for the coming of God’s kingdom on 

earth. Use it to bless the lives of others, to bring hope where there is 

despair, to create possibilities where all seems dead and lost. 

                                 

     -Brother David Vryhof, SSJE 

 

 

 "In the end, everything has been entrusted to our protection, and all of us 

 are responsible for it.  Be protectors of God's gifts!" 

     -Pope Francis, Inaugural Mass  

 

 “There is nothing we have; nothing; that is not a gift. Everything we are 

 and everything we have is founded in the loving generosity of the 

 Creator. When we know this, not just in our minds but in the depths of 

 our hearts, then life takes on a whole new meaning. Then we have a 

 whole different perspective about our time or our talents or our treasure, 

 our bodies, our minds, hearts – everything that we are and everything 

 that we have – takes on a completely different perspective.” 

      -Bishop Carl A. Kemme 

 

 

 

 

Holy Spirit, fill me with wisdom. Grant me understanding and courage as   

I commit my time and prayer and seek ways to nourish and share my  

gifts, talents, and treasures. Help me to be a good steward. Amen. 

 



What is Stewardship?     

Reflection Questions For the Week: 

Think about what “stewardship” means to you. How does it differ from 

“gratitude,” or “generosity,” two other words we tend to use in the fall 

season? 

 

 

Identify the people and things for which you are a steward in your life. In 

other words, what do you take care of? And why? 

 

 

How can Divine Savior help you grow as a steward? 

 

 

 How were you blessed today? Who did you bless today?  

 

 
God of every aspect of our lives, help 

us to hear clearly what you are asking 

of us each day, whatever situation we 

find ourselves in. You are the God who 

calls us to stay where we are or to 

move at your bidding: to seek and 

speak courageously, sharing your love, 

defending the vulnerable and bringing 

dignity to those who have no voice. 

Help us to sense your presence, in 

perseverance and hope, in those 

everyday places which can be 

continuously renewed by your grace. 

Amen. 

Church of Ireland,                                     

Prayer for Vocation 

Loving God, you alone are the source 
of every good gift. We praise you for 
all your gifts to us, and we thank you 

for your generosity. Everything we 
have, and all that we are, comes from 

you. Help us to be grateful and 
responsible. You have called us to 

follow your son, Jesus, without 
counting the cost. Send us your Holy 
Spirit to give us courage and wisdom 
to be faithful disciples. We commit 
ourselves to being good stewards. 

Help us to be grateful, accountable, 
generous, and willing to give back with 
increase. Help us to make stewardship 

a way of life. We make this prayer 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 





 

Overview 

Jesus Christ is our best model of stewardship and is God’s greatest Gift to us. 

Created in the Image of God, we are created to be the Body of Christ in the world. 

As the Body of Christ, we are gifted and called! We are a storehouse of God’s gifts 

and our calling is to cultivate the life and gifts of each other. 

This week we reflect on how well we imitate Jesus. We are invited to gratefully, 

generously, and unselfishly share with one another our gifts, our talents, our 

treasures, and our very selves. Blessed with humility, perseverance, courage, and 

wisdom we seek ways to respond with love! We seek ways to care for one 

another, ourselves, and the world. This week, we are challenged to let our lights 

shine! 

We discover in this week’s presentation and reflection at Mass, the connection 

between Stewardship and Discipleship.  As the United States Bishops wrote in 

their Pastoral Letter, “Stewardship is the response of the disciple to God’s 

unconditional love for us”.  

 

Questions from Mass today:  

 

For me, to live as a disciple means…. 

 

 

People will know I’m a disciple of Christ 

because….. 

I therefore…beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 

you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.      

      -Ephesians 4:1-3 

What is Discipleship?   



 

For further reflection… 

From Pope Francis Angelus Address– September 16, 2018 

A fundamental rule of being a disciple of Christ is the necessity to make 

sacrifices and deny one’s self, Pope Francis said in this Angelus address. 

“Jesus tells us that in order to follow him, to be his disciples, one must 

deny oneself – that is, the claims of one’s own selfish pride – and take up 

one’s very cross. Then he gives everyone a fundamental rule. And what 

is this rule? ‘Whoever wants to save his life will lose it.’ 

To have faith, must go further than mere words – it must lead to 

concrete actions and choices, marked by love of God, by a great life, by a 

life with so much love for neighbor. 

For many reasons, people may end up on the wrong path, looking for 

happiness only in things, or in the people we treat as things. But we find 

happiness only when love, real [love], meets us, surprises us, changes us. 

Love changes everything! And love can change us too, each of us. The 

testimonies of the saints demonstrate this. 

The Lord wants his disciples to have a personal relationship with him 

and to make him the center of their lives. The question Jesus asks of his 

disciples,  ‘Who do you say that I am?’ is the same question we are each 

invited to consider for ourselves. We are each called to respond, in our 

own hearts, allowing ourselves to be illuminated by the light that the 

Father gives us to know his Son Jesus.   

 

 

 

 

Excerpt from: Stewardship -A Disciple’s Response (United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter Stewardship) 

Jesus not only calls people to Him but also forms them and sends them 

out in His service. He knows our personal histories, our strengths and 

weaknesses, our destinies; he has a purpose in mind for each one of us. 

Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ leads naturally to the practice of 

stewardship. These linked realities; discipleship and stewardship, then 

make up the fabric of a Christian life in which each day is lived in an 

intimate, personal relationship with the Lord. 

What is Discipleship?   



What is Discipleship?    

Reflection Questions For the Week: 

 

How have you heard God calling you throughout your life?  

 

 

 

Have there been times when you have missed, ignored, or postponed any 

callings from God?  

 

 

 

Jesus invites each of us to “Come and follow”….how can you help others 

to hear and accept this same invitation?  

 

 

 

How were you blessed today/this week?  

 

 

 

Who did you bless today/this week?  



Loving Father, open our 

hearts to hidden realities: 

your love for all people, 

your presence in the 

community, your call to 

justice and peace. 

May the sacraments stir in 

us that same love for those 

with whom we worship 

and all members of our 

human family. 

Christ Jesus, help us to 

imitate your example: 

healing the sick, welcoming 

the stranger, assisting the 

poor and vulnerable. 

May the sacraments remind 

us of your love and self-

giving, which we strive to 

imitate. 

Holy Spirit, make visible to 

our eyes what is invisible: 

your call to your people, 

your summons to live our 

faith daily as witnesses of 

justice and peace. 

May the sacraments move 

us to engage in love-

inspired action 

that transforms us and the 

world. Amen. 

God of love, 

source of mercy and compassion, 

weave your dream for the world 

into the fabric of our lives.  

Remove the scales from our eyes 

and lift the indifference from our hearts, 

so that we may see your vision – 

a new reign of justice and compassion 

that will renew the earth. 

Transform our lives, 

so that we may accomplish your purpose. 

Anoint us with your spirit of love 

that we might bring good news to the 

oppressed, 

bind up the brokenhearted, 

and proclaim release to the captive. 

Give us a new urgency 

and a new commitment 

to feed the hungry, 

clothe the naked, 

shelter the homeless, 

and visit those who live in isolation. 

Help us to reach out to those 

whom no one else will touch, 

to accept the unacceptable, 

and to embrace the enemy. 

Surround us with your love, 

fill us with your grace, 

and strengthen us for your service. 

Empower us to respond to the call of Jesus-  

to deny ourselves, to take up our crosses, 

and to follow. Make us your disciples. Amen.         

     

  -Kurt Struckmeyer 



 

frroman@divinesavior.com  

frmarcel@divinesavior.com  

elaine@divinesavior.com  

brian@divinesavior.com  

caroline@divinesavior.com  

kathleen@divinesavior.com  

katie@divinesavior.com  

grrheault@gmail.com  

jennifer@divinesavior.com  

jenyearwood@divinesavior.com  

Divine Savior Parish  

Mass Schedule: Saturday 4:30pm  and Sunday 8am, 9:30am, 11:30am  

Daily Mass 9:00am     Confessions 3:00-4:00pm (and by appointment)  

Parish Office Phone (916)989-7400 

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 

 

Fr. Roman Mueller S.D.S. Pastor     

Fr. Marcel Emeh, S.D.S.  Parochial Vicar    

Elaine Bauer Director of Liturgy     

Brian Collier Facilities Supervisor    

Caroline Easton Pastoral Care Minister    

Kathleen Hass Administrative Assistant    

Katie Karras Office Manager     

Gerry Rheault Director of Music    

Jen Shaver Coordinator of Faith Formation   

Jen Yearwood  Director of Parish Life   

https://divinesavior.com/ 

Visit our Webpage for:  

Parish Mission Statement  

Parish Strategic Plan  

2020-2021 Parish Financial Report  

Reflections from Fr. Roman & Fr. Marcel  

Parish Ministry Descriptions, Bulletins, Photos,  & More!  
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Community Life  

Parish Pastoral Council  

Knights of Columbus 

Lay Salvatorians 

Tai Chi Chih 

Giving Garden 

Scouts 

Retreat Ministry  

Filipino Ministry 

Divine Savior Ministry Opportunities  

Formation  

Children K-5th 

Middle School Ministry 6th-8th 

High School Ministry 9th-12th   

Sacramental Preparation                             

Catholics Returning Home  

RCIA-Adults/Children/Teens 

Adult Confirmation    

Marriage Preparation 

Bible Study  

Prayer & Worship   

Altar Servers 

Lectors  

Eucharistic Ministers  

Liturgical Environment  

Music Ministry  

Greeters/Ushers  

Tech Team  

Rosary Group  

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Our Lady of Guadalupe Society 

Men’s Prayer Group  

Service & Pastoral Care 

Moving on Fellowship  

Christmas Baskets 

Community Meal  

Winter Sanctuary  

Respect Life Ministry 

St. Vincent de Paul  

Ministry to the Homebound 

Laundry Love 

Bridges/LGTBQ 

Loaves & Fishes  

Gabriel Project  

Manna Ministry  

Operations 

Campus Development  Fundraising– Crab Feed, Treasurefest    

Finance Council  


