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Divine Savior Mission 
We the people of Divine Savior Catholic Church, empowered by our baptism, dedicate ourselves to living the 
Gospel of Jesus. Inspired by the love, justice and mercy of Christ, we are called to share His message in service 
so that all may know the Savior. 

 

PPC Mission: 
To play a To play a collaborative, supportive, consultative and co-responsible role in service to the pastor, staff 
and the parish community. 

 

Attendees: 
Fr. Roman, Fr. Marcel, Jen Yearwood, Jan Bencken, Joni Borbón, Andrea Boyd, Lynn Johnson, 
Paul Landry, Julie Malmberg, Mary Ann Mitchell (Vice Chair), James Moore, 
Sue O’Donnell (Secretary) 

Absent: Joseph Ames, Laini Harris (Chair), Bob Healy, 

Opening Gospel, Reflection and Prayer: 

Fr. Roman led the reflection discussion which was each person describing a recent event in 
which Jesus was present. 
Fr. Roman led the opening prayer. 

 
Approval of Minutes: 
Minutes of the March 24 meeting were approved. James Moore will do the minutes for the 
May 26 PPC meeting. 

 

Jen Yearwood invited PPC members to assist with setup for Fr. Roman’s retirement. Those 
available should come to gym on June 3rd at 11am. 

Andrea, Joni and Lynn will do pre-event prep of centerpiece items. 

Review of Upcoming PPC Dates (Sue/MaryAnn) 
• June 1st Evening of Discernment at 6:30 in Hospitality A 
• June 16th All Hands on Deck-PPC Interviews at 6:00 for potluck in Hospitality A and B 
• June Year end gathering - dates TBD based on member availability. Please be sure to let 

Jen know your availability. 
• Gathering between Staff/PPC (Jen) This will may be combined with the year end 

gathering. Date TBD. 
 

Parish Suggestion Box (Paul, Julie, Lynn) 
Forms are available. Online suggestion box is working. Paul is working with Caroline to get the 
process going with any submitted suggestions. Paul, Lynn and Julie will coordinate the initial 
review and bring them to the next PPC meeting. It will be included in the bulletin shortly and 
will be on an announcement slide. There is a link on the homepage of DS website. Paul will 
make a temporary suggestion box for the church in the next week. The PPC would like to post 
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some of the suggestions and solutions in a shadow box in the vestibule. We need to identify 
the place for the shadow board. 

 

The idea of a board or electronic monitor that has information about the PPC and ministries, 
etc. was discussed. Jan suggested a sub-group take the ideas proposed and come back to the 
group with recommendations on what, how much it will cost, who manages it, etc. Bob, Jan, 
Joni, Julie and Paul have volunteered. 

 
Hospitality after Masses (Jen) 
This effort was brought up at a staff meeting and there is support for doing hospitality after 
Masses. We should start small. It should be a team approach. It is in an announcement slide, 
but so far no one has expressed interest. There is a discussion meeting scheduled on May 15 
after the 9:30 Mass. We hope that the people who want this to happen need to step up and 
volunteer. The welcoming committee is too small to take this on. Jen is going to send a 
meeting invite to the heads of the ministries and invite them to the May 15 meeting. If a 
couple of PPC members want to take on the responsibility for coordinating this with other 
ministries, please let Jen know. Jan suggested that the MSP system could be used for signing 
up for hospitality. Kudos to Elaine who set up the “seating” areas in the vestibule. Paul made 
the prayer cross for Easter.  

 
Co-Responsibility Discussion (Fr. Roman)  

 

• Why is co-responsibility important in a parish? 
• As PPC, what does co-responsibility mean when it comes to interacting with 

parishioners/the larger parish community? 
• What are effective ways to further engage parishioners? 

 

We must all be actively involved. Unity factor is important. Sharing power is important. Our 
parish needs to reflect a democratic approach. Move from hierarchical to viewing us as people 
of God. Co-responsibility, in the view of the diocese, is the concept of sharing responsibility 
between the priest and laity. A shift in mentality is needed. Vatican II began starting things with 
the people instead of starting with the priest. How do we envision co-responsibility between 
PPC and staff? We need to be able to communicate with each other. We need to intersect 
effectively instead of waiting for things to happen. Need to be more transparent about where 
we are headed. In this communication, we need to be sure the staff isn’t feeling that we are 
trying to run things or that PPC doesn’t feel left out. 

 
PPC members should take a shot at making a definition of co-responsibility as it is applied to 
this church. What do you see co-responsibility is and how do we (as the PPC) see it in 
action/enacted? How is this concept presented to our new pastor? “How do we help you” 
approach to the new pastor. Fr. Roman says we as a church are in the beginning stages of 
dealing with co-responsibility. What’s your vision of seeing co-responsibility in action? Give 
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some examples of past activities that the PPC has been involved in. What is your vision for the 
future? Sue will send an email requesting this. Mary Ann will collate/summarize it. Due May 15. 

 

Effective ways to engage parishioners. Testimonies that we have done have been very effective. 
We should keep the momentum going that is already there. The Lenten opportunities were 
numerous and a good example of what we are currently doing. Communication boards would 
be engaging. 

 
What about bringing people that have experienced cursillo and marriage encounter together to 
advise us on what will encourage parishioners to be more active. 

 
Commission Breakouts 
Discussions centered on the need to keep the PPC informed of ministry activities. We all read 
the bulletin, but if there is more going on, it would be helpful for us to know. Commission heads 
can share with the team. Jan shared that the Social Justice team has been active. Mary Ann 
shared that Welcoming is hosting Mother’s Day cookie handouts. 

 

Closing Prayer: 
Fr. Marcel led the closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 

Our next meeting will be May 26 at 7:00 pm. 


